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ACADEMIC DEGREES 
 

M.A., English, creative writing emphasis, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio, 1995. 

 

B.A., English, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio, 1988. 

 
B.A., Mass Media-Communication, print journalism emphasis, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio, 1988. 

 

 

BOOKS 
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http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=The%20New%20York%20Times&search-alias=digital-text&sort=relevancerank


 

 

SELECTED ESSAYS AND JOURNALISM 

 

“The Cleveland 50: The Cavs Draft LeBron James.” Cleveland Magazine, March 29, 2022. 

 
“Ohio Auto Workers Watch a Way of Life Circle the Drain.” The Daily Beast, Sept. 13, 2020. Online. 

 

“On the Opioid Crisis and the Grief of Ohio.” Literary Hub, August 26, 2020. Online. 
 

“Dumbphone.” The Iowa Review, Spring 2019. Print.  

 

“My Last Project With My Dad: Building My Own Coffin.” The Atlantic, June 17, 2018. Online. 

 

“Eleven Powerful Books to Read on Father’s Day.” Literary Hub, June 15, 2018. Online. 
 

“Book Notes: David Giffels, Furnishing Eternity.” Largehearted Boy, January 31, 2018. Online. 

 

“Reading through Grief: 5 Books on Death and Mortality.” Literary Hub, January 3, 2018. Online. 
 

“The Cleveland Browns Connect Generations of Fans With Shared Misery,” Cleveland Magazine, 

November 3, 2017. Print. 
 

“Shirt Worthy” (Reprint in “The Best of Our ‘Lives’ Column”). The New York Times Magazine, 

March 24, 2017. Online. 
 

“Returning to the Joy of Voting.” The Atlantic, November 6, 2016. Online.



 

 

 

“Popular Stories for Boys.” The Nervous Breakdown, April 15, 2014. Online. 

“The Taj Majal.” Esquire Weekly (digital edition of Esquire magazine), April 3-10, 2014. 

Republished on Esquire.com, April 19, 2014. Online. 
 

“867-5309: A Love Song.” BELT Magazine, April 9, 2014. Online. 

 

“The Chosen Ones: LeBron and Akron.” Grantland, March 21, 2014. Online. 
 

“Houserockers: The Curiously Narrow Rock Stardom of Michael Stanley, Willie Nile, Donnie 

Iris and Other Legends Who May Or May Not Be Famous.” Cleveland Scene, March 20, 2014. Print. 
 

“Interview with Black Keys singer Dan Auerbach.” Rubbertop Review, 2012. Print. 

 
“Art Modell: The View From Cleveland.” 



 

 

SHORT FICTION 
 

 “Address Unknown,” Muse, Cleveland, Ohio, May, 2009. 

 

 “Brandon and Me,” M-80 #7, Akron, Ohio, Fall/Winter 2004. 
  

 “I Hate the Killers,” M-80 #6, Akron, Ohio, Spring 2004. 

 
 “This Amazing Lady,” M-80 #5, Akron, Ohio, Fall/Winter 2003. 

 

 “My Brand New Oakland Scarf,” M-80 #3, Akron, Ohio, Spring 2003. 
  

 “Attention Shoppers,” M-80 #3, Akron, Ohio, Spring 2003. 

   

NEWSPAPER AND RADIO JOURNALISM EXPERIENCE 

 

AKRON BEACON JOURNAL, Akron, Ohio 

Columnist and Feature Writer, June 1994 to November 2008  
 

WKSU, 89.7-FM (NPR), Kent, Ohio 

 Regular contributor of features and commentary, 2000 to 2006. 

 
MEDINA COUNTY GAZETTE, Medina, Ohio 

 Reporter and Features Editor, May 1990 to June 1994 

 

 

SELECTED ACADEMIC & LITERARY SEMINARS 
 

“College English Association of Ohio Spring Conference,” Lake Erie College, Painesville, OH. April 9, 2022. 

 Keynote Address: “One Step Forward: Writing the Rust Belt and Learning Its Lessons.” 
 

“Western Reserve Writers Conference,” Cleveland, OH. March 26,2022. 

 Presented: “Writing the Rust Belt: Techniques for Writing About Place and Why It’s So Important.” 

 

“Lit Youngstown Fall Literary Festival,” Youngstown, OH. Keynote Address, Workshop Presenter, 

Featured Reading, Panelist. September 25-26, 2020. 

 
“Western Reserve Writers Conference,” Cleveland, OH. Keynote Address and workshop. April 27, 2019. 

  

“Hathaway Brown Young Writers and Artists Festival,” Shaker Heights, Ohio. 
Featured presenter leading daylong workshop sessions on creative nonfiction writing. 

 Annually, 2012 to present. 

  
“Lakeland Literary Festival,” Lakeland Community College, Kirtland, Ohio. 

 Presented: Creative Nonfiction Workshop. April 29, 2017. 

 

“Wayne College Writers Workshop,” Wayne College/University of Akron, Orrville, Ohio. 
 Presented: “Writing Like Mister Potato Head,” two workshop sessions. 

 Panelist: Open Q&A. April 1, 2017. 

 



 

 

“Ashland University MFA Summer Residency,” Ashland Ohio. 
 Presented: “Impact of Digital Technology on Writing and the Future of Publishing.” July 25, 2015. 

 

“Association of Writers & Writing Programs Annual Conference & Bookfair,” Minneapolis, MN. 

Presented: “Narrative Expectations in the Personal Essay.” April 8-11, 2015. 
 

“Winter Wheat Writing Festival,” Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

Presented: “Writing/Teaching What You Know: Creative Nonfiction in the Composition Classroom.” 
November 15, 2014. 

 

“Winter Wheat Writing Festival,” Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio. 
Moderated and Presented: “Truth or Fiction: Which Is Stranger?” November 16, 2013. 

 

“Association of Writers & Writing Programs Annual Conference & Bookfair,” Boston, MA. 

Moderator/presenter: “From Parts to a Whole: Turning a Bunch of Essays into a Unified Book.” 
March 7, 2013. 

 

“Winter Wheat Writing Festival,” Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio. 
Presented: “For Those About to Write, We Salute You: Music’s Influence on Creative Writing.” 

November 17, 2012. 

 
“Skyline Writer’s Conference,” Euclid, Ohio. 

 Presented: “Looking Back: Taking the Reflective Turn in Personal Essay Writing.” August 18, 2012. 

 

“Association of Writers & Writing Programs Annual Conference & Bookfair,” Chicago, IL. 
Presented: “Narrative Transitions: Teaching and Taking the Reflective Turn in Creative Nonfiction.” 

March 3, 2012. 

 
“Winter Wheat Writing Festival,” Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

Presented: “The MFA The0<00B3C143.590048>31<005100470003>-10<0010040580055.0<00100405800370048>12<0044>9<0046>9<004B004C>-4<0051004A>22<0003>-10<0044>9<005100470</MCID 29> 29> 29> 229/F1 11.04 Tf
1 05> 229/F1 0 0 1 534.22 393.48 Tm
0 g
0 G
[( )] TJ
ET
>13<0057>-4<0044>9<0057>-4<00
ET
Q
q

https://www.awpwriter.org/user/event_proposal_edit/3445


 

 

“American Journalism Historians’ Association Annual Conference,” Cleveland, Ohio. 
Presented: “The Role of Rock ‘n‘ Roll in Media History.” October 14, 2004. 

 

Attended “Nieman Conference on Narrative Journalism,” Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, December 2003. 

 

SELECTED HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

Professional Development Leave, University of Akron, Spring semester, 2023 (forthcoming). 
 



 

 

Great Lakes Independent Booksellers Association “Great Lakes Great Reads” Award, shortlist, 2014. 
 

University of Akron Faculty Research Summer Fellowship, 2013. 

 

Northern Kentucky One Book One Community selection, All the Way Home, 2011. 

 

Choose to Read Ohio, All the Way Home (selected for major statewide literacy campaign), 2010-2011. 











 

 

SERVICE TO THE BUCHTEL COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

 
RTP Committee, Humanities Full Professor, 2020 to present. 

 
Member, Horn Faculty Search Committee, Department of Music, 2013-2014. 

Buchtel College Council, Department of English representative, 2011-2012. 

 
Buchtel College Council Ad Hoc Committee on Minors and Certificates, 2012. 

 

Buchtel College Council Curriculum Committee, Department of English representative, 2011-2012. 
 

Keynote Address, Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences Phi Sigma Alpha Honorary Society Induction and 

Awards Reception. April 2010. 

 
Collaborated with College of Arts and Sciences to conceive and launch a scholarship fund in the name of Rob 

Levandoski, a deceased University of Akron writing instructor, 2009. 

 

SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND NEOMFA 

 
NEOMFA Campus Coordinator, Fall 2014 to present. 
 

NEOMFA Executive Committee member, Fall 2014 to present. 

 
Member, search committee to hire NEOMFA Permanent Coordinator, 2021. 

 

Graduate Programs Coordinator, Spring 2018 to Spring 2019. 
 

Nominated and presented colleague Mary Biddinger with the Cleveland Arts Prize, September 2019. 

 

Served on committee to write RTP guidelines for the department’s NTT faculty, 2018. 
 

Hosted and introduced NEOMFA visiting author Adam Gopnik, University of Akron, March, 2018. 

 
Co-chair (with Dr. Mary Biddinger), RTP committee: Three assistant professor renewals, 2017. 

 

Hosted and introduced NEOMFA visiting author Rob Sheffield, University of Akron, 6-8, 2017. 

 



 

 

Hosted and introduced NEOMFA visiting author Roxane Gay, University of Akron, November 19-20, 2015. 
 

Hosted and introduced NEOMFA visiting author Chuck Klosterman, University of Akron, February 20-21, 2014. 

 

Hosted and introduced NEOMFA visiting author Sarah Vowell, University of Akron, April 25-26, 2012. 
 

Department Committees: 

2017-2018: 

Department Advisory Committee 

Graduate Programs/Assistants Committee 

2016-2017: 

Department Advisory Committee 

Graduate Programs/Assistants Committee 

2015-2016: 

Graduate Assistants Committee 
Composition Program Committee 

2014-2015: 

Graduate Assistants Committee 
Undergraduate Program Committee 

Composition Program Committee 

2013-2014: 

Department of English Undergraduate Programs Committee. 

Department of English task force on revamping the major 

2012-13: 

Department of English Advisory Committee. 
Department of English Undergraduate Programs Committee. 

2011-12: 

Department of English Advisory Committee. 
Department of English Library Committee, Chair 

2010-11: 

Department of English Library Committee, Chair. 

2009-10 

Department of English Library Committee. 

2009 to present 

Department Awards Committees (various) 
 

NEOMFA Committees 

NEOMFA Executive Committee, 2014-present 

 



 

 

Judge, Thurber Prize for American Humor, 2015 
 



 

 

Leadership Akron City Tour Keynote Address: “Transformation of the Community: How Akron Reinvented Itself 
Again -- The Hard Way on Purpose,” Goodyear Hall, Akron, Ohio, August 20, 2014. 

 

Keynote Speaker, Akron TorchBearers “Intern Edge” Graduation, July 26, 2014. 

 
Funded and hosted a “Celebrate the Plate” fundraising dinner at my home, a charity event for Akron Children’s 

Hospital, May 31, 2014. 

 
Speaker and Panelist, Leadership Akron event, “Transformation of the Community: How Akron Reinvented Itself 

Again,” Goodyear World Headquarters, Akron, Ohio, August 14, 2013. 

 
Presented the band the Black Keys with the Cleveland Arts Prize, Cleveland Museum of Art Auditorium, 

Cleveland, Ohio, June 27, 2013. 

 

“Film Forum” Panelist, Cleveland International Film Festival, Akron Art Museum Auditorium, April 11, 2013. 
 

Keynote Address, Ronald McDonald House Annual Volunteer Appreciation Brunch, Firestone Country Club, 

Akron, Ohio, May 7, 2011. 
 

Cleveland Arts Prize Special Event, tour of the author’s home, lecture and reception, January 2011. 

 
Judge, Square Stories storytelling contest, Highland Square “Art in the Square” festival, 2010 and 2011. 

 

Judge, Akron Film Festival’s “New History of Akron Contest,” Akron Art Museum, 2010. 

 

https://twincitytelegraph.com/books-a-father-and-son-bond-over-a-coffin/


 

 

 
“Prepub Review: Furnishing Eternity,” Library Journal, August 7, 2017. 

 

 “Can the Rust Belt become the ‘Brain Belt?’,” Christian Science Monitor, May 1, 2017. 

 
“What’s the Story in Cleveland? Don’t Ask the National Media Covering the RNC,” Columbia Journalism 

Review, July 21, 2016. 

 
“Akron’s Claim: From tire-makers to playmakers,” San Jose Mercury News, June 9, 2015. 

 

“January 2015 Book Club: The Hard Way on Purpose by David Giffels,” The Buffalo News, January 20, 2015. 
 

“Rust Belt Revival: Lessons for southwest Ontario from America’s industrial heartland,” The Globe and Mail, 

January 18, 2015. 

 
 “Editors’ Choice: The Hard Way on Purpose,” review, New York Times Book Review, May 11, 2014. 

 

“Blight and Flight: The Hard Way on Purpose,” review, New York Times Book Review, May 4, 2014. 
 

 “Review: The Hard Way on Purpose,” review, Minneapolis Star Tribune, April 5, 2014. 

 
“Why one local book publisher thinks the Midwest could be the country’s next great artistic frontier,” feature, 

Columbus Alive, April 3, 2014. 

“Dispatches from the Rust Belt,” review, The Rumpus, March 27, 2014. 

 
“‘Flyover Country’ Is an Insult to Midwesterners Like Me. So Is ‘Heartland’ Sentimentality,” feature, The New 

Republic, March 22, 2014. 

 
 “Best of the Best,” review, Detroit Free Press, March 19, 2014. 

 

“Holiday Gift Guide: Columnist Picks,” All the Way Home (selected by Gwendolyn Bounds), Wall Street 

Journal, Nov. 24, 2009. 
 

“Don’t Hate Me Because I’m Solvent,” New York Times, April 17, 2008. 

 
“Use a Machete and Shower Less,” Wall Street Journal, June 21, 2008. 

 

“It’s Hammer Time,” Washington Post, May 23, 2008. 
 

“They Fell in Love with a Falling-down House,” The Seattle Times, April 19, 2009. 

 

 TELEVISION, RADIO AND ONLINE 

 

“Why Is Trump Going to War Here?: 



 

 


